




















































 
  

 
May 15, 2011 
 
 
Tom Scesa 
Tuolumne Utilities District 
18885 Nugget Blvd. 
Sonora, CA 95370 
 
 
Dear Tom: 
 
On behalf of our Center, I am providing this letter of support from our non-profit organization that I hope you 
will use as part of your proposal to the PG&E Stewardship Lands Council for acquiring ownership of parcel 
#1019.  As you know, CSERC staff agrees that TUD is the most logical, best possible recipient of the 39-
acre parcel of land (which lies at the intersection of the PG&E main canal and the TUD Section IV Ditch). 
 
I have many years of personal knowledge for both the 45-acre parcel that TUD owns to the west of parcel 
#1019 and the 39-acre parcel itself that is now being considered for disposal by the Stewardship Council.  
The 39-acre parcel does not, to my knowledge, contain any special status or threatened species that would 
interfere with possible use of the property for an off-stream, raw-water storage reservoir.  Its location on the 
crown of a ridge makes it a prime location for that purpose if suitability studies and assessments determine 
no conflicts exist.  
 
Furthermore, it is logical for TUD to become the owner of the 39-acre parcel because TUD already 
manages the adjacent land and already cooperates with PG&E for management of the ditch/canal.  Having 
this property would provide an opportunity for TUD to utilize the property to better position the utility district 
in the event that there is a loss of water through damage to a flume or through another impact to the ditch 
system.  As the key source of domestic water for large numbers of Tuolumne County residents, TUD 
certainly desires to have available options for providing service in the event of a major outage. 
 
Given that no other agency or utility district has any logical reason to push for ownership of this parcel, and 
given the high value that it could provide to TUD for enhancing the District’s water supply options, CSERC 
provides this letter of support encouraging the Stewardship Lands Council to donate the property to TUD.  
If I can be of any further assistance in this matter, please let me know. 
 
 
 
John Buckley, Executive Director    

Central Sierra Environmental Resource Center 
 

Box 396, Twain Harte, CA 95383  •  (209) 586-7440  •  fax (209) 586-4986 
 

Visit our website at: www.cserc.org or contact us at: johnb@cserc.org 
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