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LYONS RESERVOIR PLANNING UNIT
Stanislaus River Watershed

Existing Conditions & Uses

Overview

• Provides popular fi shing and hiking access 
and valuable cultural and biological 
resources

• 1,087 acres in Tuolumne County; 832 
acres outside the FERC boundary and 255 
acres inside the FERC boundary

• Part of the Phoenix Project (FERC #1061); 
New License Order issued September 
1992

The Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit is located 
between 2,600 and 4,700 feet in elevation, 
approximately 10 miles northeast of the City 
of Sonora in Tuolumne County.  Parcels at the 
northern end of the planning unit are surrounded 
by Stanislaus National Forest as well as private 
lands, including those of Sierra Pacifi c Industries 
(see Figure SR-5).  Parcels at the southern end 
of the planning unit are surrounded by private 
lands.  Mi-Wuk, Twain Harte, and Long Barn 
are the closest urban areas to this planning unit.  
This planning unit contains Lyons Reservoir, 
portions of the Main Tuolumne Canal, South Fork 
Stanislaus River, and the Phoenix Powerhouse.  
Lyons Reservoir is formed by waters of the South 
Fork Stanislaus River impounded by Lyons Dam.  

Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit
Tuolumne County

Lyons Dam & Reservoir

Lyons Reservoir serves as the primary drinking 
water supply for the Tuolumne Utilities District 
(TUD); serving the majority of the population 
of Tuolumne County.  TUD has plans to expand 
Lyons Reservoir in the future to provide for 
additional water storage.  Raising the dam 
would inundate the meadow area north of Lyons 
Reservoir. 

State Highway 108 provides the main access 
to the planning unit, with Lyons Reservoir and 
the Tuolumne Canal accessible by secondary 
and unimproved roads from this highway.  
Lyons Dam Road, the primary access to Lyons 
Reservoir, is closed by a gate, and access is 
limited to the recreation season.  Phoenix 
Powerhouse is accessible via Lyons Bald 
Mountain Road off of Highway 49 on the 
southern end of the planning unit.

Fish, Plant, and Wildlife Habitat

Lyons Reservoir, South Fork Stanislaus River, 
Main Tuolumne Canal, numerous intermittent 
streams, and associated riparian areas provide 
wildlife and plant habitat values.  Several special 
status wildlife species may be present in this 
planning unit, including bald eagle, northern 
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Figure SR-5
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LYONS RESERVOIR PLANNING UNIT
Stanislaus River Watershed

goshawk, and great gray owl.  Wetland and 
meadow areas located along the South Fork 
Stanislaus River, north of Lyons Reservoir, 
provide habitat for special status species 
including foothill yellow-legged frog and willow 
fl ycatcher.  The USFS has designated spotted 
owl and willow fl ycatcher Protected Activity 
Centers (PACs) adjacent to Lyons Reservoir and 
north along the South Fork Stanislaus River.  
Both migratory and resident populations of the 
Stanislaus deer herd are located in the area.  In 
addition, regular detections of osprey have been 
reported at Lyons Reservoir, and a nest exists 
near the parking area.  

Habitat types within this planning unit include 
mixed conifer forest, ponderosa pine forest, 
riparian woodland, and montane meadow.  
Special status plant species are known to be 
located within one mile of the planning unit, and 
one special status plant may grow in this planning 
unit. A variety of noxious weeds may also be 
located within the planning unit, according to the 
USFS Central Stanislaus Watershed Analysis.

Two special status fi sh species, hardhead and 
San Joaquin roach, could occur in this planning 
unit.  Both PG&E and DFG stock catchable trout 
in the Main Tuolumne Canal, and DFG also 
stocks rainbow trout in Lyons Reservoir.  Lyons 
Reservoir is inhabited by at least seven species of 
fi sh.

A biological assessment was conducted on a 
portion of this planning unit as part of PG&E’s 
recent Rushing Meadow Timber Harvesting 
Plan (THP).  In this assessment, bald eagles 
were observed along with osprey nests, and 
good habitat was identifi ed for black bear, 
black-tailed deer, mountain lion, and gray 
fox.  The assessment also cited survey results 
from 2001 that identifi ed moderately to highly 
suitable habitat for special status amphibians and 
reptiles in the project area, though there were no 
detections of special status species.

Open Space

The planning unit provides open space adjacent 
to the small town of Twain Harte, as well as 
viewshed values for anglers and recreationists 
who enjoy the Sugar Pine Railroad Trail.

Outdoor Recreation

Recreation activities at Lyons Reservoir are 
limited to the recreation season (May 1st to 
October 31st) and include bank angling, hiking, 
picnicking, horseback riding, and bicycling.  
Boating and body contact recreation on Lyons 
Reservoir are prohibited to protect the water 
supply in the reservoir.  The Class IV-V 
Strawberry whitewater run take-out is located 
just north of Lyons Reservoir on the South Fork 
Stanislaus River; however, this run is said to 
receive little to no use.  Dispersed camping also 
occurs in the northern portion of the planning 
unit, as well as on adjacent USFS lands.  

Hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding 
on the historic Sugar Pine Railroad grade, as 
well as hiking along the Tuolumne Ditch trail, 
are popular activities.  PG&E has produced a 
brochure about the Sugar Pine Railway history 
and posted an interpretive sign at the Lyons 
Reservoir parking area.  In addition, there is a 
popular trail that crosses Lyons Dam and provides 
access downstream to the base of the dam.  

Stairway path to the base of Lyons Dam
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PG&E signs by the Lyons Reservoir parking area

Northern arm of Lyons Reservoir

The only formal recreation facility at Lyons 
Reservoir is a parking area that includes a toilet, 
trash containers, one picnic table, and drinking 
water.  A caretaker maintains the recreation 
facilities in this planning unit and patrols the 
Lyons Reservoir area during the recreation 
season.  PG&E’s fi shing access facility at the 
Section 4 Canal by Twain Harte is fl at, easily 
accessible from the road, provides parking, 
and is stocked with fi sh through a partnership 
between DFG and PG&E.  The area surrounding 
the Phoenix Powerhouse has no developed 
recreational facilities.  

Peat soil erosion problems have occurred in 
the vicinity of Lyons Reservoir.  This is of 
particular concern because of water quality 
considerations, given that Lyons Reservoir is a 
source of domestic drinking water.  Unauthorized 
public use and OHV use have caused serious 
erosion problems and degraded natural and 
cultural resources in the past; however, PG&E 
has installed barriers on access roads to minimize 
such impacts.  Remaining unauthorized trails 
have been mapped by the USFS south of Lyons 
Reservoir, on the northwest side of the reservoir, 
as well as north of Lyons Reservoir.

Forest Resources

Timber within the planning unit is contained 
within three PG&E Timber Management Units 
(TMUs).  The planning unit contains 756 
timbered acres of Sierra mixed conifer with 

ponderosa pine, sugar pine, white fi r, Douglas-fi r, 
and incense-cedar present.  The TMUs located 
by Lyons Reservoir and north along the South 
Fork Stanislaus River are managed under a 
Recreation and Sustainable Timber Management 
prescription, meaning that recreation in this area 
is compatible with timber management.  Forest 
management in designated recreation areas is 
limited to fuels reduction, hazard tree removal, 
and improvement of aesthetics.  Outside of 
designated recreation areas, sustainable timber 
management is emphasized.  

The parcel by the Section 4 Canal is currently 
under a Salvage timber management prescription, 
meaning that the lands are primarily managed 
for uses other than sustained timber production, 
but may require management to mitigate for 
emergency forest and watershed health issues, 
such as insect attacks.  The parcels by Columbia 
Ditch and Phoenix Powerhouse are not contained 
within TMUs.  Timber within the planning unit 
was harvested in the late 1980s or early 1990s 
and was scheduled to be harvested again in 2006.1  
Private lands surrounding Lyons Reservoir are 
primarily commercial timberlands.  

Agricultural Uses

There are several small cattle ranches near 
the project; however, the area around Lyons 
Reservoir is heavily forested and grazing occurs 
only at the upper end of the reservoir.  There is 
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to expand Lyons Dam and thereby raise the 
reservoir level.

Objective: Preserve and enhance 
biological, cultural and 
agricultural resources, and 
enhance the recreation 
experience and sustainable 
forestry management.

As shown on Table SR-3, the Stewardship 
Council has identifi ed a number of preservation 
and/or enhancement measures that may 
contribute to the conservation management 
program for Lyons Reservoir.  Additional 
detail and background regarding these potential 
measures can be found in the Supporting 
Analysis for Recommendations, provided under 
separate cover.  These measures are intended 
to be illustrative in nature, not prescriptive, and 
will be amended, deleted, or augmented over 
time in coordination with future land owners 
and managers to best meet the objective for this 
planning unit.

Fish, Plant, and Wildlife Habitat 

Objective: Preserve and enhance 
habitat in order to protect 
special biological resources.

The Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit provides 
forest, meadow, riparian, and aquatic habitat for 
a wide range of special status wildlife and fi sh 

Walkway at the base of Lyons Dam

one lease for grazing on 620 acres to the north of 
Lyons Reservoir.  This lessee also grazes cattle on 
neighboring USFS lands.  The adjacent Stanislaus 
National Forest has a number of grazing 
allotments including the Rushing Allotment that 
encompasses the northern portion of the planning 
unit.

Historic Resources

The Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit was 
once inhabited by the Miwok Tribe.  Several 
prehistoric and historic sites have been identifi ed 
in this planning unit, particularly around Lyons 
Reservoir and at the Phoenix Powerhouse.  One 
historical site is a two-mile section of the pre-
1912 Sugar Pine Railroad, which is now used as 
a trail.  Unauthorized collecting of railroad ties 
and looting of sites have occurred in the past and 
are currently being monitored by PG&E.  Several 
archeological and historical sites may be eligible 
for inclusion in the NRHP.  A Cultural Resources 
Management Plan (CRMP) was developed by 
PG&E in 1990 to avoid and mitigate impacts 
to particular NRHP eligible archeological and 
historic sites.  The portion of this planning unit 
included in the recent Rushing Meadow THP was 
surveyed for archaeological resources.

Stewardship Council 
Recommendations

The Stewardship Council recommends that 
the land and land uses at Lyons Reservoir be 
preserved and enhanced by focusing on habitat, 
forestry, and cultural resources, agricultural 
values, and recreation opportunities.  In 
presenting the Recommended Concept 
provided here, our objective is to preserve and 
enhance cultural and habitat resources, as well 
as agricultural values, while also enhancing 
recreation and forest management.  We 
recommend this effort be conducted in close 
coordination with PG&E and the TUD.  The 
following recommendations would need to be 
re-evaluated if the TUD has imminent plans 
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species.  In order to preserve and enhance the 
habitat and resources found here, the Stewardship 
Council recommends that baseline studies and 
plans be developed to gain a clear understanding 
of the resources (particularly outside the FERC 
boundary where little information is currently 
available).  These studies will likely be followed 
by management plans to ensure implementation 
of preservation and enhancement measures for 
specifi c resources.  Management of the property 
to preserve and enhance habitat will also 
include addressing noxious weeds. Additionally, 
restoration of unauthorized OHV trails and 
additional management of dispersed recreation 
use at Lyons Reservoir are recommended to 
protect habitat values and control erosion.  We 
encourage close coordination with the USFS and 
other resource-focused organizations working in 
the area, and all planning should be considered 
in conjunction with rangeland, forest, and fuels 
management plans.

Open Space

Objective: Preserve open space in order 
to protect natural and cultural 
resources, agricultural land 
uses, recreation experiences, 
and viewsheds.

This concept would preserve open space by 
limiting new construction to signage and minor 
recreation facility additions, as well as through 
permanent conservation easements.  Conservation 
easements would describe all prohibited uses to 

maintain open space values, including the level 
of uses allowed and the requirement to maintain 
scenic qualities.

Outdoor Recreation

Objective: Enhance recreational facilities 
in order to provide additional 
education opportunities, 
recreation management, 
and enhance the recreation 
experience.

Recreation at Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit 
mainly consists of fi shing, hiking, and day use 
opportunities with some dispersed camping.  
There is also unauthorized OHV use.  As shown 
in Figure SR-6, the Stewardship Council looks 
to enhance these authorized opportunities 
by recommending facility and signage 
enhancements.  We recommend enhancements 
focused on providing day use amenities at two 
fi shing access sites, installing signage on a variety 
of topics, and increased opportunities for youth 
education and recreation.  The Stewardship 
Council also recommends supporting any future 
steps to formalize the Sugar Pine Railroad Trail. Section 4 Canal fi shing access & parking lot

Lyons Dam
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Sustainable Forestry

Objective: Develop and implement 
forestry practices in order to 
contribute to and promote a 
sustainable forest, preserve 
and enhance habitat, as well 
as to ensure appropriate fuel 
load management.

The Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit contains 
over 750 acres of valuable forest stands 
and plantations.  The Stewardship Council 
recommends that future care and management of 
the land include developing a long-term vision 
for forest management in the area, addressing 
silvicultural practices, holistic watershed 
management, plantation management, and fuels 
management.  The fuels and forest management 
plans should be developed in conjunction with 
the rangeland, noxious weed, and wildlife and 
habitat management plans.  We expect that all of 
these plans would be developed in coordination 
with adjacent landowners and USFS management 
and practices as appropriate.  The Stewardship 
Council also recommends assessing the potential 
to develop a demonstration forest to promote 
sustainable forestry research and management. 

Agricultural Uses

Objective: Preserve and enhance grazing 
in order to support associated 
economic benefi ts, as well 
as to protect open space and 
habitat resources.

The area north of Lyons Reservoir provides 
over 600 acres of cattle grazing.  The 
Stewardship Council looks to preserve this 
important economic use as part of the long-term 
management of Lyons Reservoir.  To support this 
effort, we anticipate a baseline conditions report 
will be required to describe current agricultural, 
physical, and overall biological conditions of the 
area.  From this, specifi c determinations can be 
made to identify and manage grazing practices 
in balance with other uses and values of the 
property.

Preservation of Historic Values

Objective: Identify and manage cultural 
resources in order to ensure 
their protection, as well as 
to support opportunities for 
public education.

Several prehistoric and historic cultural sites 
have been identifi ed within the Lyons Reservoir 
Planning Unit, along with identifi cation 
of damage and looting at some sites.  The 
Stewardship Council aims to support an increased 
understanding of these resources and ensure 
they are appropriately protected.  To meet 
this objective, we recommend that cultural 
resource studies be conducted to understand the 
resources found at Lyons Reservoir (particularly 
outside the FERC cultural resource study 
area where less information is available), that 
appropriate management plans be developed 
and implemented, and that opportunities to 
support public education regarding cultural 
resources be considered.  Additionally, restoration 
of unauthorized OHV trails and additional 
management of dispersed recreation use at Lyons 
Reservoir are recommended to protect historic 
values.  Throughout this effort, the Stewardship 

Main Tuolumne Canal south of Lyons Reservoir
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Council recommends close coordination with 
Native American entities.  Development of the 
cultural resources management plan should 
be consistent with the existing FERC license 
required CRMP.

Endnote

1 The Rushing Meadow THP was recently completed by 
PG&E and was approved by CDF on August 24, 2006.  
This THP includes a total logging area of 687 acres that 
will be harvested using the selection method.

Lyons Reservoir
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SUMMARY OF KEY PUBLIC OUTREACH ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE LYONS RESERVOIR PLANNING UNIT 

 

PUBLIC REVIEW OF VOLUMES I AND II OF THE LCP 

The Draft Land Conservation Plan (LCP) Volumes I and II were released in June 2007 for a 60-
day public comment period. During this time, the Stewardship Council held ten public meetings 
to publicize the availability of the Draft LCP and to encourage public comment. During public 
review of Volumes I and II of the LCP, three entities and three individuals submitted comments 
concerning the Lyons Reservoir planning unit. Comments were received via email, the 
Stewardship Council website, and hardcopy letters. The comments were reviewed and responded 
to individually, and the text in the Draft LCP was revised as appropriate.  

Public comments emphasized the following regarding the future management of the property: 

• The importance of preserving historical resources and features, in particular pioneer 
history. 

• Support for grazing to continue. 

• Support for lands available for donation to be transferred to the US Forest Service to support the 
consolidation of in-holding within the Stanislaus National Forest  

• Removal and restoration of unauthorized OHV trails 

• The importance of preserving Sugar Pine Railroad as a historical and recreational feature 

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING FOR THE LYONS RESERVOIR PLANNING UNIT 

A public information meeting was hosted by the Stewardship Council on March 31, 2011 at the 
Sonora Opera Hall in Sonora, California. The meeting concerned the following three planning 
units: Lyons Reservoir, Middle Fork Stanislaus, and Merced River. A total of 22 people attended 
and participated in the meeting, representing a wide variety of interests, including local and 
federal governments, community organizations, and community members. The meeting was 
advertised via an e-mail sent to contacts in our database, an announcement posted on the 
Stewardship Council’s web site, a press release in the local newspaper, and a postcard sent to all 
landowners on record that reside within one mile of any PG&E parcel associated with the three 
planning units that were the focus of the meeting. 

The purpose of this meeting was to: (1) provide a review and update on the Stewardship 
Council’s Land Conservation Program; and, (2) solicit additional public input on future 
stewardship of the three planning units. During the meeting, participants were invited to ask 
questions and provide comments on the three planning units. Stations were set up with maps, 
other pertinent information, and easels with blank paper. Below is a summary of comments 
related to the Lyons Reservoir planning unit and Stanislaus watershed area that were recorded on 
the easels and provided on comment cards. 

Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit 

• Concern expressed about OHV impacts to the land around Lyons Reservoir, particularly 
on the northern end  



• Concern expressed about the lack of law enforcement around Lyons Reservoir which 
results in illegal campfires and littering, especially on the western side 

• In the past, the gate on the northern most point of Parcel 1027 has been vandalized, 
allowing unauthorized uses on this parcel  

• Clean riverbanks and improve riparian habitat in Parcels 1024 – 1027 

• Support for Parcel 1019 to transfer to Tuolumne Utilities District, as they already manage 
public resources there 

• Transfer lands to an entity that values meadow habitat 

• Support for the lands available for donation to transfer to the US Forest Service (maybe 
with the Department of Fish and Game as a partner) because they are already patrolling 
the area 

• Protect great gray owls, which have been sighted in Lyons Reservoir area and Rushing 
Meadows 

• Restore riparian areas along the South Fork Stanislaus River  

 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SUBMITTED 

The Stewardship Council also received other public comments and letters from individuals and 
organizations regarding the future management of the Lyons Reservoirs planning unit, as 
summarized below: 

• Restore riparian habitat along the South Fork Stanislaus  

• Support for lands available for donation to be transferred to California Department of 
Forestry and Fire and Tuolumne Utilities District, as requested. 

• Enhance trail access and provide detailed trail maps  
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Existing Conditions & Uses

Overview

• Provides popular fi shing and hiking access 
and valuable cultural and biological 
resources

• 1,087 acres in Tuolumne County; 832 
acres outside the FERC boundary and 255 
acres inside the FERC boundary

• Part of the Phoenix Project (FERC #1061); 
New License Order issued September 
1992

The Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit is located 
between 2,600 and 4,700 feet in elevation, 
approximately 10 miles northeast of the City 
of Sonora in Tuolumne County.  Parcels at the 
northern end of the planning unit are surrounded 
by Stanislaus National Forest as well as private 
lands, including those of Sierra Pacifi c Industries 
(see Figure SR-5).  Parcels at the southern end 
of the planning unit are surrounded by private 
lands.  Mi-Wuk, Twain Harte, and Long Barn 
are the closest urban areas to this planning unit.  
This planning unit contains Lyons Reservoir, 
portions of the Main Tuolumne Canal, South Fork 
Stanislaus River, and the Phoenix Powerhouse.  
Lyons Reservoir is formed by waters of the South 
Fork Stanislaus River impounded by Lyons Dam.  

Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit
Tuolumne County

Lyons Dam & Reservoir

Lyons Reservoir serves as the primary drinking 
water supply for the Tuolumne Utilities District 
(TUD); serving the majority of the population 
of Tuolumne County.  TUD has plans to expand 
Lyons Reservoir in the future to provide for 
additional water storage.  Raising the dam 
would inundate the meadow area north of Lyons 
Reservoir. 

State Highway 108 provides the main access 
to the planning unit, with Lyons Reservoir and 
the Tuolumne Canal accessible by secondary 
and unimproved roads from this highway.  
Lyons Dam Road, the primary access to Lyons 
Reservoir, is closed by a gate, and access is 
limited to the recreation season.  Phoenix 
Powerhouse is accessible via Lyons Bald 
Mountain Road off of Highway 49 on the 
southern end of the planning unit.

Fish, Plant, and Wildlife Habitat

Lyons Reservoir, South Fork Stanislaus River, 
Main Tuolumne Canal, numerous intermittent 
streams, and associated riparian areas provide 
wildlife and plant habitat values.  Several special 
status wildlife species may be present in this 
planning unit, including bald eagle, northern 
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Figure SR-5
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goshawk, and great gray owl.  Wetland and 
meadow areas located along the South Fork 
Stanislaus River, north of Lyons Reservoir, 
provide habitat for special status species 
including foothill yellow-legged frog and willow 
fl ycatcher.  The USFS has designated spotted 
owl and willow fl ycatcher Protected Activity 
Centers (PACs) adjacent to Lyons Reservoir and 
north along the South Fork Stanislaus River.  
Both migratory and resident populations of the 
Stanislaus deer herd are located in the area.  In 
addition, regular detections of osprey have been 
reported at Lyons Reservoir, and a nest exists 
near the parking area.  

Habitat types within this planning unit include 
mixed conifer forest, ponderosa pine forest, 
riparian woodland, and montane meadow.  
Special status plant species are known to be 
located within one mile of the planning unit, and 
one special status plant may grow in this planning 
unit. A variety of noxious weeds may also be 
located within the planning unit, according to the 
USFS Central Stanislaus Watershed Analysis.

Two special status fi sh species, hardhead and 
San Joaquin roach, could occur in this planning 
unit.  Both PG&E and DFG stock catchable trout 
in the Main Tuolumne Canal, and DFG also 
stocks rainbow trout in Lyons Reservoir.  Lyons 
Reservoir is inhabited by at least seven species of 
fi sh.

A biological assessment was conducted on a 
portion of this planning unit as part of PG&E’s 
recent Rushing Meadow Timber Harvesting 
Plan (THP).  In this assessment, bald eagles 
were observed along with osprey nests, and 
good habitat was identifi ed for black bear, 
black-tailed deer, mountain lion, and gray 
fox.  The assessment also cited survey results 
from 2001 that identifi ed moderately to highly 
suitable habitat for special status amphibians and 
reptiles in the project area, though there were no 
detections of special status species.

Open Space

The planning unit provides open space adjacent 
to the small town of Twain Harte, as well as 
viewshed values for anglers and recreationists 
who enjoy the Sugar Pine Railroad Trail.

Outdoor Recreation

Recreation activities at Lyons Reservoir are 
limited to the recreation season (May 1st to 
October 31st) and include bank angling, hiking, 
picnicking, horseback riding, and bicycling.  
Boating and body contact recreation on Lyons 
Reservoir are prohibited to protect the water 
supply in the reservoir.  The Class IV-V 
Strawberry whitewater run take-out is located 
just north of Lyons Reservoir on the South Fork 
Stanislaus River; however, this run is said to 
receive little to no use.  Dispersed camping also 
occurs in the northern portion of the planning 
unit, as well as on adjacent USFS lands.  

Hiking, mountain biking, and horseback riding 
on the historic Sugar Pine Railroad grade, as 
well as hiking along the Tuolumne Ditch trail, 
are popular activities.  PG&E has produced a 
brochure about the Sugar Pine Railway history 
and posted an interpretive sign at the Lyons 
Reservoir parking area.  In addition, there is a 
popular trail that crosses Lyons Dam and provides 
access downstream to the base of the dam.  

Stairway path to the base of Lyons Dam
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PG&E signs by the Lyons Reservoir parking area

Northern arm of Lyons Reservoir

The only formal recreation facility at Lyons 
Reservoir is a parking area that includes a toilet, 
trash containers, one picnic table, and drinking 
water.  A caretaker maintains the recreation 
facilities in this planning unit and patrols the 
Lyons Reservoir area during the recreation 
season.  PG&E’s fi shing access facility at the 
Section 4 Canal by Twain Harte is fl at, easily 
accessible from the road, provides parking, 
and is stocked with fi sh through a partnership 
between DFG and PG&E.  The area surrounding 
the Phoenix Powerhouse has no developed 
recreational facilities.  

Peat soil erosion problems have occurred in 
the vicinity of Lyons Reservoir.  This is of 
particular concern because of water quality 
considerations, given that Lyons Reservoir is a 
source of domestic drinking water.  Unauthorized 
public use and OHV use have caused serious 
erosion problems and degraded natural and 
cultural resources in the past; however, PG&E 
has installed barriers on access roads to minimize 
such impacts.  Remaining unauthorized trails 
have been mapped by the USFS south of Lyons 
Reservoir, on the northwest side of the reservoir, 
as well as north of Lyons Reservoir.

Forest Resources

Timber within the planning unit is contained 
within three PG&E Timber Management Units 
(TMUs).  The planning unit contains 756 
timbered acres of Sierra mixed conifer with 

ponderosa pine, sugar pine, white fi r, Douglas-fi r, 
and incense-cedar present.  The TMUs located 
by Lyons Reservoir and north along the South 
Fork Stanislaus River are managed under a 
Recreation and Sustainable Timber Management 
prescription, meaning that recreation in this area 
is compatible with timber management.  Forest 
management in designated recreation areas is 
limited to fuels reduction, hazard tree removal, 
and improvement of aesthetics.  Outside of 
designated recreation areas, sustainable timber 
management is emphasized.  

The parcel by the Section 4 Canal is currently 
under a Salvage timber management prescription, 
meaning that the lands are primarily managed 
for uses other than sustained timber production, 
but may require management to mitigate for 
emergency forest and watershed health issues, 
such as insect attacks.  The parcels by Columbia 
Ditch and Phoenix Powerhouse are not contained 
within TMUs.  Timber within the planning unit 
was harvested in the late 1980s or early 1990s 
and was scheduled to be harvested again in 2006.1  
Private lands surrounding Lyons Reservoir are 
primarily commercial timberlands.  

Agricultural Uses

There are several small cattle ranches near 
the project; however, the area around Lyons 
Reservoir is heavily forested and grazing occurs 
only at the upper end of the reservoir.  There is 
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to expand Lyons Dam and thereby raise the 
reservoir level.

Objective: Preserve and enhance 
biological, cultural and 
agricultural resources, and 
enhance the recreation 
experience and sustainable 
forestry management.

As shown on Table SR-3, the Stewardship 
Council has identifi ed a number of preservation 
and/or enhancement measures that may 
contribute to the conservation management 
program for Lyons Reservoir.  Additional 
detail and background regarding these potential 
measures can be found in the Supporting 
Analysis for Recommendations, provided under 
separate cover.  These measures are intended 
to be illustrative in nature, not prescriptive, and 
will be amended, deleted, or augmented over 
time in coordination with future land owners 
and managers to best meet the objective for this 
planning unit.

Fish, Plant, and Wildlife Habitat 

Objective: Preserve and enhance 
habitat in order to protect 
special biological resources.

The Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit provides 
forest, meadow, riparian, and aquatic habitat for 
a wide range of special status wildlife and fi sh 

Walkway at the base of Lyons Dam

one lease for grazing on 620 acres to the north of 
Lyons Reservoir.  This lessee also grazes cattle on 
neighboring USFS lands.  The adjacent Stanislaus 
National Forest has a number of grazing 
allotments including the Rushing Allotment that 
encompasses the northern portion of the planning 
unit.

Historic Resources

The Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit was 
once inhabited by the Miwok Tribe.  Several 
prehistoric and historic sites have been identifi ed 
in this planning unit, particularly around Lyons 
Reservoir and at the Phoenix Powerhouse.  One 
historical site is a two-mile section of the pre-
1912 Sugar Pine Railroad, which is now used as 
a trail.  Unauthorized collecting of railroad ties 
and looting of sites have occurred in the past and 
are currently being monitored by PG&E.  Several 
archeological and historical sites may be eligible 
for inclusion in the NRHP.  A Cultural Resources 
Management Plan (CRMP) was developed by 
PG&E in 1990 to avoid and mitigate impacts 
to particular NRHP eligible archeological and 
historic sites.  The portion of this planning unit 
included in the recent Rushing Meadow THP was 
surveyed for archaeological resources.

Stewardship Council 
Recommendations

The Stewardship Council recommends that 
the land and land uses at Lyons Reservoir be 
preserved and enhanced by focusing on habitat, 
forestry, and cultural resources, agricultural 
values, and recreation opportunities.  In 
presenting the Recommended Concept 
provided here, our objective is to preserve and 
enhance cultural and habitat resources, as well 
as agricultural values, while also enhancing 
recreation and forest management.  We 
recommend this effort be conducted in close 
coordination with PG&E and the TUD.  The 
following recommendations would need to be 
re-evaluated if the TUD has imminent plans 
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species.  In order to preserve and enhance the 
habitat and resources found here, the Stewardship 
Council recommends that baseline studies and 
plans be developed to gain a clear understanding 
of the resources (particularly outside the FERC 
boundary where little information is currently 
available).  These studies will likely be followed 
by management plans to ensure implementation 
of preservation and enhancement measures for 
specifi c resources.  Management of the property 
to preserve and enhance habitat will also 
include addressing noxious weeds. Additionally, 
restoration of unauthorized OHV trails and 
additional management of dispersed recreation 
use at Lyons Reservoir are recommended to 
protect habitat values and control erosion.  We 
encourage close coordination with the USFS and 
other resource-focused organizations working in 
the area, and all planning should be considered 
in conjunction with rangeland, forest, and fuels 
management plans.

Open Space

Objective: Preserve open space in order 
to protect natural and cultural 
resources, agricultural land 
uses, recreation experiences, 
and viewsheds.

This concept would preserve open space by 
limiting new construction to signage and minor 
recreation facility additions, as well as through 
permanent conservation easements.  Conservation 
easements would describe all prohibited uses to 

maintain open space values, including the level 
of uses allowed and the requirement to maintain 
scenic qualities.

Outdoor Recreation

Objective: Enhance recreational facilities 
in order to provide additional 
education opportunities, 
recreation management, 
and enhance the recreation 
experience.

Recreation at Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit 
mainly consists of fi shing, hiking, and day use 
opportunities with some dispersed camping.  
There is also unauthorized OHV use.  As shown 
in Figure SR-6, the Stewardship Council looks 
to enhance these authorized opportunities 
by recommending facility and signage 
enhancements.  We recommend enhancements 
focused on providing day use amenities at two 
fi shing access sites, installing signage on a variety 
of topics, and increased opportunities for youth 
education and recreation.  The Stewardship 
Council also recommends supporting any future 
steps to formalize the Sugar Pine Railroad Trail. Section 4 Canal fi shing access & parking lot

Lyons Dam
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Sustainable Forestry

Objective: Develop and implement 
forestry practices in order to 
contribute to and promote a 
sustainable forest, preserve 
and enhance habitat, as well 
as to ensure appropriate fuel 
load management.

The Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit contains 
over 750 acres of valuable forest stands 
and plantations.  The Stewardship Council 
recommends that future care and management of 
the land include developing a long-term vision 
for forest management in the area, addressing 
silvicultural practices, holistic watershed 
management, plantation management, and fuels 
management.  The fuels and forest management 
plans should be developed in conjunction with 
the rangeland, noxious weed, and wildlife and 
habitat management plans.  We expect that all of 
these plans would be developed in coordination 
with adjacent landowners and USFS management 
and practices as appropriate.  The Stewardship 
Council also recommends assessing the potential 
to develop a demonstration forest to promote 
sustainable forestry research and management. 

Agricultural Uses

Objective: Preserve and enhance grazing 
in order to support associated 
economic benefi ts, as well 
as to protect open space and 
habitat resources.

The area north of Lyons Reservoir provides 
over 600 acres of cattle grazing.  The 
Stewardship Council looks to preserve this 
important economic use as part of the long-term 
management of Lyons Reservoir.  To support this 
effort, we anticipate a baseline conditions report 
will be required to describe current agricultural, 
physical, and overall biological conditions of the 
area.  From this, specifi c determinations can be 
made to identify and manage grazing practices 
in balance with other uses and values of the 
property.

Preservation of Historic Values

Objective: Identify and manage cultural 
resources in order to ensure 
their protection, as well as 
to support opportunities for 
public education.

Several prehistoric and historic cultural sites 
have been identifi ed within the Lyons Reservoir 
Planning Unit, along with identifi cation 
of damage and looting at some sites.  The 
Stewardship Council aims to support an increased 
understanding of these resources and ensure 
they are appropriately protected.  To meet 
this objective, we recommend that cultural 
resource studies be conducted to understand the 
resources found at Lyons Reservoir (particularly 
outside the FERC cultural resource study 
area where less information is available), that 
appropriate management plans be developed 
and implemented, and that opportunities to 
support public education regarding cultural 
resources be considered.  Additionally, restoration 
of unauthorized OHV trails and additional 
management of dispersed recreation use at Lyons 
Reservoir are recommended to protect historic 
values.  Throughout this effort, the Stewardship 

Main Tuolumne Canal south of Lyons Reservoir
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Council recommends close coordination with 
Native American entities.  Development of the 
cultural resources management plan should 
be consistent with the existing FERC license 
required CRMP.

Endnote

1 The Rushing Meadow THP was recently completed by 
PG&E and was approved by CDF on August 24, 2006.  
This THP includes a total logging area of 687 acres that 
will be harvested using the selection method.

Lyons Reservoir
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SUMMARY OF KEY PUBLIC OUTREACH ACTIVITIES AND PUBLIC COMMENTS 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE LYONS RESERVOIR PLANNING UNIT 

 

PUBLIC REVIEW OF VOLUMES I AND II OF THE LCP 

The Draft Land Conservation Plan (LCP) Volumes I and II were released in June 2007 for a 60-
day public comment period. During this time, the Stewardship Council held ten public meetings 
to publicize the availability of the Draft LCP and to encourage public comment. During public 
review of Volumes I and II of the LCP, three entities and three individuals submitted comments 
concerning the Lyons Reservoir planning unit. Comments were received via email, the 
Stewardship Council website, and hardcopy letters. The comments were reviewed and responded 
to individually, and the text in the Draft LCP was revised as appropriate.  

Public comments emphasized the following regarding the future management of the property: 

• The importance of preserving historical resources and features, in particular pioneer 
history. 

• Support for grazing to continue. 

• Support for lands available for donation to be transferred to the US Forest Service to support the 
consolidation of in-holding within the Stanislaus National Forest  

• Removal and restoration of unauthorized OHV trails 

• The importance of preserving Sugar Pine Railroad as a historical and recreational feature 

PUBLIC INFORMATION MEETING FOR THE LYONS RESERVOIR PLANNING UNIT 

A public information meeting was hosted by the Stewardship Council on March 31, 2011 at the 
Sonora Opera Hall in Sonora, California. The meeting concerned the following three planning 
units: Lyons Reservoir, Middle Fork Stanislaus, and Merced River. A total of 22 people attended 
and participated in the meeting, representing a wide variety of interests, including local and 
federal governments, community organizations, and community members. The meeting was 
advertised via an e-mail sent to contacts in our database, an announcement posted on the 
Stewardship Council’s web site, a press release in the local newspaper, and a postcard sent to all 
landowners on record that reside within one mile of any PG&E parcel associated with the three 
planning units that were the focus of the meeting. 

The purpose of this meeting was to: (1) provide a review and update on the Stewardship 
Council’s Land Conservation Program; and, (2) solicit additional public input on future 
stewardship of the three planning units. During the meeting, participants were invited to ask 
questions and provide comments on the three planning units. Stations were set up with maps, 
other pertinent information, and easels with blank paper. Below is a summary of comments 
related to the Lyons Reservoir planning unit and Stanislaus watershed area that were recorded on 
the easels and provided on comment cards. 

Lyons Reservoir Planning Unit 

• Concern expressed about OHV impacts to the land around Lyons Reservoir, particularly 
on the northern end  



• Concern expressed about the lack of law enforcement around Lyons Reservoir which 
results in illegal campfires and littering, especially on the western side 

• In the past, the gate on the northern most point of Parcel 1027 has been vandalized, 
allowing unauthorized uses on this parcel  

• Clean riverbanks and improve riparian habitat in Parcels 1024 – 1027 

• Support for Parcel 1019 to transfer to Tuolumne Utilities District, as they already manage 
public resources there 

• Transfer lands to an entity that values meadow habitat 

• Support for the lands available for donation to transfer to the US Forest Service (maybe 
with the Department of Fish and Game as a partner) because they are already patrolling 
the area 

• Protect great gray owls, which have been sighted in Lyons Reservoir area and Rushing 
Meadows 

• Restore riparian areas along the South Fork Stanislaus River  

 

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENCE SUBMITTED 

The Stewardship Council also received other public comments and letters from individuals and 
organizations regarding the future management of the Lyons Reservoirs planning unit, as 
summarized below: 

• Restore riparian habitat along the South Fork Stanislaus  

• Support for lands available for donation to be transferred to California Department of 
Forestry and Fire and Tuolumne Utilities District, as requested. 

• Enhance trail access and provide detailed trail maps  
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